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essentially rural areas, Central Wisconsin, Southern 
Michigan and Central Indiana. As freight grows, as it 
is projected to do, by as much as 80% over the next 
twenty years, congestion will become intolerable.

As a transportation geek, it alarms me that my pro-
fession has not done more to raise the importance 
of this critical issue. As a citizen, I’m concerned that 
an economic downturn will curtail the volume of 
freight, leaving my children and grand children in a 
much less secure fi nancial position than my genera-
tion has enjoyed. 

We must have a more active approach to meeting 
this challenge. Historically, transportation decisions 
have largely been the prerogative of the states. The 
theory was that states were closest to the issues and 
could deal with them most appropriately. Gener-
ally, I would agree with that premise. Unfortunately, 
freight doesn’t stop at state lines. Coordination is 
required at a level never contemplated in the past. 
The construction, operation, maintenance and 
management of facilities must be compatible and 
coordinated among the states. 

Of equal or greater importance is the need for na-
tional transportation policy. Arguably, our last active 
national transportation policy was the construction 
of the Interstate Highway System. That eff ort was 
started in 1956 and was declared completed nearly 
two decades ago. Since then we have not has a 
policy for systematically adding highway capacity 
to keep pace with demand. Nor have we had any 
policy dealing with using non-highway modes. In 
the absence of policy, many political and profes-
sional leaders seem surprised that rail companies 
focus their eff orts and capital on routes and services 
that will bring them substantial profi t, abandoning 
services that are less profi table. 

As much as we need a commitment to invest more 
in our infrastructure, we need national policies 
related to rail, water and highway. If we continue in 
a purely reactive mode, the crazy-quilt network of 
policies and facilities that will result will not meet 
the needs of our economy or of our people.  

   -Ernie Wittwer, Feb 2005

(From the Director, continued from page 1)

of the past ten years:

Port Percent Change

Seattle/Tacoma 32

LA/Long Beach 158

Houston 115

Miami 195

Charleston 98

New York/New Jersey 86
North American border crossing have also shown 
signifi cant increases since the passage of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement:

Crossing Percent Change

International Falls 48

Laredo 176

Port Huron 163

Detroit 34
 The way we manufacture has also changed, caus-

ing an increase in freight. Henry Ford produced 
Model Ts from coal and iron ore to fi nished product 
under one roof. Manufacturing now tends to be 
distributed, with part of the product produced in 
one place and another part hundreds or thousands 
of miles away. Final assembly may be at a third 
location. The next time you look at a new car, check 
out the point of origin of its parts. Chances are 
they’re from North and South America, the Pacifi c 
Rim and Europe.
 Finally, because we have used our freight moving 

capacity more quickly than we have renewed it, 
our freeways, railroads and waterways are already 
stretched to capacity. While we have come to 
expect extreme congestion in our major urban 
areas, we now increasingly fi nd that congestion in 

 MRUTC Call for Proposals and Specifi c RFPs Due on February 28th
The Midwest Regional University Transportation Center (MRUTC) is soliciting the research community within 
USDOT Region 5 for proposals that refl ect the focus and vision of the MRUTC.  This is in addition to three specifi c 
Requests for Proposals posted on the Center’s web site:
1. Impact of Increased Freight Traffi  c on Pavement Maintenance Costs
2. Development of a Statistics Guide for Maintenance Quality Assurance programs in Transportation
3. Meaningful use of collected local roads data and information 

Proposals must combine the concepts of asset management and optimization analyses that may be directly 
applied toward transportation decision-making processes. The Center’s focus and theme is: Optimization of 
Transportation Investment and Operations, emphasizing education, research, and technology transfer of asset 
optimization and management techniques for transportation facilities.

In accordance with the MRUTC’s Strategic Plan, broad research areas of interest include: Education, System 
Management & Monitoring, Valuation and Investment, and Multi-modal Systems.  Research proposals must be 
received by 5 p.m. Monday, February 28, 2005.  For more information contact Jason Bittner, jjbittner@wisc.edu.

mailto:jjbittner@wisc.edu
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Upper Midwest Freight Corridor Study Phase I Completed -           
Document Available for Online Viewing Soon

The MRUTC is proud to announce that the Upper Midwest 
Freight Corridor Study Final Report will be released on March 
3rd. A fi nal copy edit is being conducted currently.  The docu-
ment marks the completion of Phase I of this study.  The 
$412,500 study used Pooled Fund contributions from the states 
of Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, and Wisconsin.  With 
UW-Madison as the lead, work was also done at the University 
of Illinois-Chicago and the University of Toledo. The second phase of the study is currently under 
development.  Details at http://www.uppermidwestfreight.org/.

October Maintenance Peer 
Exchange Proceedings Available

The proceedings of the 
Maintenance Quality 
Assurance Peer Ex-
change are now avail-
able at www.mrutc.org.  
The Peer Exchange was 
held in Madison, Octo-
ber 11-13, 2004.

MRUTC Associate 
Director Teresa Adams 
is presenting the re-
sults of the MQA Peer 
Exchange at the North 
Carolina DOT Maintenance Engineers Conference 
March 2nd.  

The proceedings indicate several key themes:
  Telling our story. How can we best communicate 

the connections between dollars spent in mainte-
nance and services that matter to drivers?
  Using data eff ectively. How can states that are 

starting out measure correctly? Make a diff erence?
  Connecting maintenance data. How do states 

integrate MQA with budgeting & maintenance 
management ?

Among the six “next steps” identifi ed at the Peer 
Exchange is the Development of a Statistics Guide 
for MQA Programs.  The guide is currently off ered 
as a MRUTC project.  See page 2 for details.

Kudos to MRUTC Project Assistant Erinn Monroe 
for compiling this.  Terrifi c work.

MQAMaintenance
Quality

Assurance

Peer Exchange

October 11-13, 2004
Madison, WI

Proceedings Document
TRB Annual Meeting Featured E-Sessions Available Online

TRB has recorded a series of sessions from the Annual Meeting and has made them available in 
an online format.  These E-Sessions are available at http://www.trb.org/conferences/e-session/
2005am.htm. This format allows users to view the speaker’s slides while listening to a recording of 
the presentation.  The mix between the audio and presentation allows a cost-eff ective means by 
which a participant can coordinate presentation slides to spoken material.

The objective of this series is to bring information presented at TRB conferences and meetings to 
those who were not able to attend. Any comments or suggestions you have would be appreci-
ated, and should be directed to Brie Schwartz at bschwartz@nas.edu.

Some of the sessions available from the 2005 Annual Meeting:

  Communication for Research Managers and Administrators
  Creating Dynamic Stakeholder Networks: Keys to Eff ective Research and Technology Develop-

ment
  Global Supply Chain, Part 4: Linking Freight to Public Policy?
  Marketing to the Customer: One of the Seven Keys to a Robust Research Program, and
  Evolving Relationship Between States, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, and Large Cities in 

Transportation Planning

www.uppermidwestfreight.org
www.trb.org/conferences/e-session/2005am.htm
mailto:bschwartz@nas.edu
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Asset Management Once Again Prominently Featured at TRB

The Committee on Transportation Asset Management (ABC40) sponsored several sessions on as-
set management at the January TRB meeting covering a wide variety of topics.  MRUTC Director 
Ernie Wittwer chaired a session on Mainstreaming Asset Management that focused on moving 
asset management principles into practice. The session included presentation of the MRUTC 
research on linking asset management to strategic planning processes (MRUTC 02-05). Other 
presentations included Scanning Tour Member Patricia Bugas-Schramm’s work at  Portland Trans-
portation Maintenance on moving from measurement to strategic management in asset man-
agement; comparative analysis of asset valuation methods; and risk-based life-cycle cost analysis 
of privatized infrastructure.

Additional sessions included Asset Management Across the Modes, which focused on goals, 
objectives, and tools used by different transportation organizations and Asset Management 
Technology Transfer and Training, which covered the training and technology transfer aspects 
of asset management systems. The panel presentations included state-specific experiences, 
existing courses, and technology transfer. Other TRB sessions included Quality Assurance and 
Condition Assessments for Asset Management in Maintenance and Repair, Asset Management, 
and Information in Transit Fleet Maintenance.  Details and abstracts are available in some cases.

The AASHTO Subcommittee held its meeting the day before the TRB Committee. Among the 
highlights were presentations on the AssetManager software packages discussed on page 5 and 
the International Scanning Tour. The Subcommittee is looking to move forward with much of the 
previously adopted strategic plan in the coming months under the direction of Kirk Steudle, the 
Deputy Director of the Michigan DOT and MRUTC Executive Committee representative. 

Michael Pagano of UIC presented the updates for the Government Performance Project at the 
TRB Asset Management Committee Meeting. Progress updates on NCHRP 20-57 and 20-60 were 
also given.  The TRB Committee is likely to meet next at the TRB Joint Committee Meetings in 
Boston, July 10-12 although details are not yet available.

Finally,  presentations from the FHWA offices of Planning and Operations concluded the Asset 
Management Committee meeting.  TRB Committee Chair Sue McNeil requested assistance in the 
wide distribution of the Call for Abstracts and encouraged those interested in the subject to help 
with the planning for the 6th National Conference -- see sidebar.

Call for Presentations

6th National Conference on Asset Management

“Making Asset Management Work in Your Organization”

Interested individuals and groups are encouraged to 
submit abstracts to be considered for presentation at the 
Sixth National Conference on Asset Management, to be 
held November 8-10, 2005, in Kansas City, MO. 

Submitting an Abstract:

Presentations for the conference are being sought in a 
variety of topic areas, including overall transportation 
asset management, processes in asset management, and 
input issues in asset management.  When you submit 
your abstract, please indicate which topic area best 
matches your presentation. Please submit abstracts by 
March 31, 2005, for consideration. The conference com-
mittee will notify submitters during the month of June 
2005 whether or not their abstract has been accepted 
for presentation.

The abstract should include title, objective of research 
or study, methodology or approach, findings or results, 
potential application(s), and policy implications. Ab-
stracts should not be more than 500 words in length 
and should clearly convey the material that will be 
presented. Panel sessions may be submitted as one 
abstract. Abstracts should include the presenter’s name, 
position, organization, mailing address, and telephone 
number(s). Individual presentations will be approximate-
ly 20 minutes in length; panel presentations may vary in 
length. Formal papers are welcome but are not required.  
Abstracts must be submitted electronically. For further 
information contact: Katie Zimmerman, kzimmerman
@pavementsolutions.com or Francine Shaw-Whitson, 
francine.shaw-whitson@fhwa.dot.gov.

To learn more about the conference, please see the web 
site at: www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/asstmgmt/
6thamconference.htm.

mailto:kzimmerman@pavementsolutions.com
mailto:francine.shaw-whitson@fhwa.dot.gov
www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/asstmgmt/6thamconference.htm
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International Scanning Tour on 
Asset Management set for April

The International Technology Scanning Program 
serves as a means for identifying, assessing, and 
importing foreign highway technologies and prac-
tices that can be cost-effectively adapted to U.S. 
Federal, state, and local highway programs. The 
approach is similar to a “bench marking” process 
widely used by the private sector. Instead of 
duplicating work, this process enables advanced 
technology to be developed and put into prac-
tice more quickly and makes more efficient use of 
research funds. Since the US lags its peers world-
wide in adopting TAM Techniques, an Interna-
tional Scan on Transportation Asset Management 
has been scheduled for April 7th through 24th. 
Programs in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada; New 
Zealand; Australia, and the United Kingdom are 
the focus.  Eleven scanning tour members have 
been selected, including David Geiger, FHWA Co-
Chair; Paul Wells, AASHTO Co-Chair; Patricia Bugas-
Schramm, Portland Transportation Maintenance 
representing APWA; Lacy Love, North Carolina 
DOT; Sue McNeil, Urban Transportation Center at 
University of Illinois-Chicago; Dennis Merida, New 
Jersey Division FHWA; Robert Ritter, FHWA; Kirk 
Steudle, Michigan DOT; Donald Tuggle, FHWA; and 
Larry Velasquez New Mexico DOT. Michael Meyer 
of Georgia Tech is the Report Facilitator.

AASHTOWare is nearing the release of two 
software applications providing analytic tools 
for the practice of Transportation Asset Man-
agement. A third is being 
proposed for development 
and funding.  The first two 
tools are a direct result 
of NCHRP Project 20-57  
“Analytic Tools to Support 
Transportation Asset Man-
agement.”
AssetManager NT is a 
Network analysis tool, 
AssetManager PT is a program analysis tool, 
and a proposed AssetManager “XT” is under 
consideration as a possible series “toolkit”.
At conclusion of the NCHRP 20-57 project,  
NCHRP will distribute both AssetManager 
tools to all state DOTs.
Both analytic tools under development rely 
on data from existing management systems.  
Automated data “robots” have been devel-
oped for Pontis and HERS-ST interfacing.  
States that use other systems would require a 
manual interface (or some additional software 
development).
In a January 2005 presentation to the AASHTO 
Asset Management Subcommittee, Jan 

Edwards, AASHTO Project Director for this 
effort, noted that without on-going software 
support, maintenance, and enhancement, 

however, the tools will have 
limited impact on asset man-
agement practice.   
AASHTO is currently probing 
states for their interest in a 
project solicitation for the 
Maintenance/Asset Manage-
ment System tool.  If there is 
sufficient interest, a project 
solicitation package will be 

prepared and distributed to the states.
While continued funding could be requested 
from NCHRP for additional specific develop-
ment objectives, NCHRP is by definition a 
research program and does not provide a 
mechanism for software lifecycle support and 
maintenance.  
The AASHTOWare program offers a proven 
mechanism (a permanent “home”) for cost-
effective long-term support, maintenance and 
enhancement.  The program will help these 
tools connect with existing asset management 
data and systems, and add value to existing 
tools, and help fill some of the current gaps in 
asset management practice.

AASHTOWare Products developed for Asset Management
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MRUTC Research Summaries are Available On-Line

The MRUTC Research Summary Series includes information on the 
various projects funded through the Center’s research program.  
The series disseminates the results of research conducted through 
the Midwest Regional University Transportation Center and the 
Wisconsin Highway Research Program.  These quick, easy-to-read 
summaries provide basic information on the content of indi-
vidual reports.  Both the summaries and the complete reports are 
available on MRUTC’s web site.  Be sure to check our web site for 
additional reports and summaries that will be posted as they are 
completed.  

 National Eff orts in Transportation Asset Management 

 Evaluation of Private Sector Asset Management Practices 

 Decision Making Criteria for Outsourcing Opportunities 

 Purchasing and Rebuilding Buses for Transit Asset Management 

 Decision Support Framework for Transportation Investments 

 Long-Range Deployment of ITS Strategies 

 Best Practices for Linking Strategic Goals to Resource Allocation and Implementation Deci-
sions Using Elements of a Transportation Asset Management Program 

 Evaluation of Shipper Requirements and Potential Cargo Required to Establish a Rail-Truck-
Marine Intermodal Terminal in the Twin Port of Superior, Wisconsin and Duluth, Minnesota

 Capital Preventive Maintenance 

 Synthesis of Best Practices for the Development of an Integrated Data and Information Man-
agement Approach 

66
 A Regional Traffi  c Simulation/Assignment Model for Evaluation of Transit Performance and 

Asset Utilization 

 MRUTC to Document TAM Training

The Michigan Asset Management Council and the 
FHWA Offi  ce of Asset Management have contracted 
the MRUTC to conduct a study documenting avail-
ble training opportunities in Transportation Asset 
Management.  The $40,000+ Transportation Asset 
Management Pooled Fund Research Program study 
will include:

 An advisory group of people close to asset man-
agement activities to suggest agencies, institutions 
and vendors who should be included in the study. 

 A survey of training providers to make some char-
acterizations of the training they off er, target audi-
ences and content. 

 A review, evaluation, and categorization of the 
training materials. 

 Documentation of current for-credit educational 
courses in TAM. 

Many public agencies are now seeking training in 
the concepts, tools and processes of asset manage-
ment. Some are creating their own training ma-
terials while others rely on vendors. Some rely on 
public providers such as Local Technical Assistance 
Program (LTAP) centers. To date no comprehensive 
inventory has been done of available training. Com-
piling such an inventory is the main objective. Since 
asset management-termed training covers a very 
wide range of topics, a short abstract will be written 
for each training course found, and the course will 
be categorized by major type.  For more informa-
tion on MRUTC Project 06-02, please contact Jason 
Bittner or Ernie Wittwer at (608) 263-2655.
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Research Updates

As the fi fth grant year of the MRUTC 
comes to a close on March 31st, it is essential 
to note the progress on some of the outstand-
ing research projects. The information below 
is extracted from recent quarterly reports.  For 
more information on MRUTC research projects, 
please visit http://www.mrutc.org/research.

 2-03: “Optimizing Transportation Investments 
within the Lac Courte Oreilles/Sawyer County 
Transit System” – T. Mofl e, LCO College
 Final report to be completed in March. 

 04-02: “Providing a Real-Time Evaluation of 
the Columbus Metropolitan Freeway Manage-
ment System” – B. Coifman, The Ohio State 
University
 Progress this quarter includes captur-
ing and processing data from the Columbus 
Metropolitan Freeway Management System 
in real time as part of the back end of the web 
server. 
 Specifi c functions of the real time web 
page have been specifi ed as well as summary 
functions that it will provide. It’s anticipated 
these functions will comprise: current condi-
tions, raw real time data, raw historical data, 
Average Daily Traffi  c/Vehicle Miles Traveled/
delay by hour/day/week, historical trends, time 
series fl ow/velocity/occupancy/ travel time.  

 04-04 “Incorporating Road Safety into Pave-
ment Management: Maximizing Surface Fric-
tion for Road Safety Improvements” – D. Noyce, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison
 Over the last three months, researchers 
have been working in the fi eld with WisDOT 
personnel collecting skid data on roadways 
around the state. They have tested nearly all 
available roadways that have historical skid 
data and have collected supporting crash data.

 04-05 “Optimal and Near-Optimal Resource 
Allocation for Transportation Infrastructure 
Protection” -- Vicki Bier, UW-Madison
 Final report available in March.

 05-01: “Transportation Asset Management 
Threshold Levels” – Pablo Durango-Cohen
 Currently working with Cambridge 
Systematics to summarize asset management 
best practices, identify which asset manage-
ment tools/techniques are appropriate for 
small jurisdictions, and identify relevant fed-
eral legislation that might be a barrier to or 
foster the use of these asset management 
strategies. 

 05-03 “Business and Site Specifi c Trip Genera-
tion Methodology for Truck Trips” – Kazuya 
Kawamura
 The conceptual framework for model-
ing truck trips based on the predicted logistics 
strategy of similar business establishments has 
been developed. 
 Data collection eff orts are in full swing. 
Seventy businesses have been contacted. One 

national shoe store chain has already agreed 
to supply the data on all of their stores, while 
researchers are in negotiations with several 
other national retail chains for data release. 

 05-04: “Accelerated Construction Decision-
Making Process for Bridges” – O. Salem, Univer-
sity of Cincinnati
 Have completed a comprehensive 
literature review and interviews with ODOT 
transportation offi  cials and industry bridge 
experts. Completed preliminary work on the 
questionnaire that will be fi nalized in the next 
quarter and sent out to all fi fty US DOTs – the 
results of which will be an input into develop-
ing a model that will assist decision-makers on 
whether to accelerate or not accelerate bridge 
construction. 

TAM Pooled Fund Available for 
Additional State FY06 Funding

The intent of the TAM Pooled Fund Re-
search Program TPF-5(036) is to supplement 
current national research eff orts of the MRUTC, 
prevent duplicity of other existing eff orts, and 
provide a means for state DOTs to share asset 
management resources, technology and ideas 
in a coordinated environment. Current FY06 
participants include Missouri, Michigan, & 
Wisconsin.  For details, contact Jason Bittner at 
bittner@engr.wisc.edu.

www.mrutc.org/research
mailto:bittner@engr.wisc.edu
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Transportation Management & 
Policy : Fall Seminar to Focus on 
Non-Motorized Transportation

The UW-Madison Transportation Manage-
ment & Policy (TMP) Colloquium will focus 
on the role of non-motorized modes of trans-
portation.  The fall 2005 Colloquium will offer 
participants a chance to consider the range 
of applications, benefits, and challenges to 
pedestrian and bicycle transportation. Invited 
speakers include pedestrian and bicycle advo-
cates and the bicycle/pedestrian coordinators 
for Departments of Transportation and local 
governments. While the speaker schedule 
is not yet finalized, the colloquium will offer 
students a chance to interact with designers 
of non-motorized transportation facilities and 
pedestrian and bicycle advocates. It is expect-

ed that the course will once again meet from 
4:00p.m. until 5:15p.m. Thursdays. 

For the current schedule visit the course 
homepage at www.engr.wisc.edu/cee/courses/
cee970.html. The colloquium is a one-credit, 
mandatory course for Transportation Manage-
ment & Policy students. Brief remarks from the 
speakers are followed by an opportunity for 
students to engage the presenter in interactive 
dialogue. 

The larger TMP graduate program integrates 
studies of environmentally sensitive transpor-
tation planning and development with studies 
of the economic, political, and social dimen-
sions of transportation development. It is ap-
propriate for all gradaute students interested 
in transportation. Please visit the program’s 
Web site, www.ies.wisc.edu/tmp, for informa-
tion on how to enroll in the graduate certifi-
cate program.

Mid-Continent Transportation 
Research Deadline Extended

The Center 
for Transportation 
Research Education 
and Training (CTRE) 
at Iowa State has 
extended the dead-
line for submittal of 
abstracts for papers at the 2005 Mid-Continent 
Transportation Research Symposium.   
Abstracts will be reviewed by a committee of 
regional transportation professionals through 
a confidential review process. Authors of 
selected abstracts will be invited to submit a 
paper and present their research at the confer-
ence. All papers presented will be available on 
CD at the conference and online.

Transportation Asset Management is a fea-
tured topic for submissions. Final papers will 
be required by June 1st for publication.
The abstract must be no longer than 500 
words or two double-spaced pages includ-
ing figures and tables. Identify the authors, 
their affiliations, their addresses, and e-mail 
and telephone contact information. Submit 
an electronic copy of the abstract by March 
7, 2005 to Steve Andrle, andrle@iastate.edu. 
More information is available at http://www.
ctre.iastate.edu/events/midcon2005/.

Pavement Preservation Workshop to Lead into AM Conference

The TRB Task Force on Pavement Preservation is sponsoring the First National Workshop on 
Roadway Pavement Preservation for Surfaced and Unsurfaced Roads on November 7-8, 2005, in 
Kansas City, Missouri immediately preceding the 6th National Transportation Asset Manage-
ment Conference.   Complete information will be available on the conference web site: http://trb.
org/conferences/preservation/.  The objective of the workshop is to provide a forum for the 
exchange of information on the state-of-the-art and state-of-the-practice in roadway pavement 
preservation. The workshop will include papers, presentations and breakout discussions on sur-
faced and unsurfaced roadway pavement program-network and project-treatment characteris-
tics. For additional information contact Frederick Hejl at TRB, FHejl@nas.edu. 

mailto:FHejl@nas.edu
www.engr.wisc.edu/cee/courses/cee970.html
www.ies.wisc.edu/tmp
mailto:andrle@iastate.edu
www.ctre.iastate.edu/events/midcon2005/
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Call for Abstracts:    
11th AASHTO/TRB Maintenance 
Management Conference

Charleston, South Carolina -- July 16-20, 2006
The American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Offi  cials (AASHTO) Highway
Subcommittee on Maintenance and the Trans-
portation Research Board (TRB) Maintenance
Committees organize and conduct joint confer-
ences every 3-4 years to provide information
on the state-of-the-art in maintenance opera-
tions and management to professionals respon-
sible for maintaining highways. Areas of interest 
correspond to the AASHTO Task Force and Focus
Group areas of bridges, traffi  c services and 
safety, pavements, roadside and environment, 
snow and ice, customer satisfaction, contract 
maintenance, work force development, equip-
ment, and maintenance management. The 11th 
Maintenance Management Conference is being 
conducted in Charleston, South Carolina, July 
16-20, 2006 in cooperation with the Federal 
Highway Administration and the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation.
Topic Areas
Papers describing current practices, technologi-
cal innovations, and/or the results of resent
research involving maintenance of transporta-
tion facilities in the following subject areas are
solicited for presentation at the Conference:99 Management with emphasis on maintenance 

decision support systems, strategies, infrastruc-
ture preservation, asset management, privatiza-
tion, procurement models, and security.
 Program Evaluation with emphasis on work 

zone safety, motorist delays, customer input and
satisfaction, performance measures, competi-
tiveness, maintenance quality assurance (MQA), 
and infrastructure condition assessment.
 Personnel with emphasis on worker safety, 

empowerment, motivation, traditional and
interactive training, and workforce development.
 Environmental Stewardship with particular 

attention to BMPs, rest areas, storm water, health
and safety of facility users & workers, selection 
of materials, and cradle-to-grave tracking.
 The program committee will consider papers 

on other highway maintenance operations and 
management topics.
Due Dates
Interested practitioners, administrators and 
researchers should submit (1) an abstract of not
more than 500 words and (2) a 100-word bio-
graphical sketch to the Transportation Research
Board at MMC@nas.edu by June 1, 2005. Authors 
will be advised by August 1, 2005 of the
Program Committee’s decisions, and authors of 
accepted abstracts will be invited to prepare a
paper and make a presentation at the Confer-
ence. Full manuscripts will be required by
December 15, 2005 to accommodate distribu-
tion of the published proceedings at the
Conference. 

Deer Vehicle Crash Information 
Research Center close to funding 
goal; Other DVCIC Updates

Under the direction of 
Dr. Keith Knapp, the MRUTC 
hosts the Deer Vehicle Crash 
Information Clearinghouse 
(for more information on the 
clearinghouse, visit http://www.deercrash.com).  
Recently Dr. Knapp has been invited and spon-
sored to present as a national expert on Deer Ve-
hicle collisions for the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation in Washington DC as well as one of  
only four representatives world wide on wildlife 
issues at the Japan event.

To build upon these highly successful eff orts, a 
Transportation Pooled Fund has been approved 
for a variety of multi state  eff orts. This pooled 
fund will create a focal point (and/or location of 
fi rst consideration) for the collection of DVC-re-
lated data/information (e.g., deer populations, 
vehicle travel, reported DVCs, and roadside 
carcasses). It will also guide, defi ne, and fund an 
organized strategy of well-designed and prop-
erly staff ed DVC-related research.  The center cre-
ated by this pooled fund is expected to become 
the primary resource for well-defi ned DVC-re-
lated data/information and research results, and 
an entity where only those projects that meet 
minimum scope, experimental design, staffi  ng, 
and documentation requirements are funded.  

(Deer Vehicle Research, continued on page 10)

mailto:MMC@nas.edu
www.deercrash.com
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Engineering Professional Development Course Offerings

The following transportation short courses are being of-
fered at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. See individual 
course Web pages for more information.

Maintaining Asphalt Pavements

    Mar 9-10, 2005 (Orlando, Florida)• epdweb.engr.wisc.
edu/WEBG547

Solving Neighborhood Traffic Problems
Mar. 14-15, 2005 • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/
WEBG137

Maintaining Asphalt Pavements

    Apr 6-7, 2005 (Allentown, PA)• epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG539

The Maintenance, Rehabilitation and Upgrading of Railroad Track  
Apr. 7-8, 2005 • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG157

Open Channel Design
Apr. 18-19, 2005 • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG424

Effective Roadway Lighting
Apr. 25-27, 2005 • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG543

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities
     Apr 27-28, 2005 • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG141

Design of Railway Track Systems
May 4-5, 2005 (Rolling Meadows (Chicago), IL)• epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG782

Traffic Engineering Fundamentals
May 16-18, 2005 (Milwaukee) • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG219

Traffic Engineering Fundamentals
June 6-8, 2005 (Oak Creek, WI) • epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG902

(Deer Vehicle Research, continued from page 9)

MRUTC Welcomes Michael 
Hampton as New Program Asst

On February 28th, the MRUTC and the 
programs of the Wisconsin Transportation 
Center will have a new Program Assistant. Mi-
chael Hampton has significant background in 
information technology and graduate student 
services.  He should be able to jump right in 
and bail us out.     
Welcome Michael!  Michael’s web page will be 
posted shortly.
As a post script, Sarah Brehm took an outreach 
position with the Babcock Institute for Dairy 
Research.  You will be truly missed here in the 
Center. We all wish you the best in your new 
endeavor!

Further details are at: http://www.deercrash.
com/pooledfund.htm.

The DVCIC, featured in the December 12, 
2004 issue of USA Today, will also co-sponsor 
an exhibit at the International Conference on 
Ecology and Transportation in San Diego in 
late August. The DVCIC will also be hosting the 
National Deer-Vehicle Crash Reduction Strate-
gic Planning Symposium in the Fall of 2005 in 
partnership with AAA-Wisconsin, Sand County 
Foundation, and the Center for Transportation 
and the Environment at North Carolina State 
University.

epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG547
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG137
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG539
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG157
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG424
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG543
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG141
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG782
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG219
epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/WEBG902
www.deercrash.com/pooledfund.htm
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U.S. House of Representatives Re-
Introduces TEA-LU Reauthorization

Representatives Tom Petri (R-WI), Don Young 
(R-AK), James Oberstar (D-MN) and Peter DeFazio 
(D-OR) formally introduced HR3 “The Transporta-
tion Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU) on 
February 9th.  The proposal is a six year reautho-
rization and guarantees $283.9 billion through 
2009.  The legislation reauthorizes the federal 
highway, public transportation, highway safety, 
and motor carrier safety programs for six years, 
from fiscal years 2004 through 2009. The policy 
features of the bill from the last Congress are 
retained.

        Since the legislation’s guaranteed funding 
level of $283.9 billion reflects the same funding 
level that Congressional negotiations had cen-
tered on in the closing days of the 108th Congress, 
it appears that the bill may be close to adoption.

    Included are provisions that would continue 
the regional University Transportation Centers 
Program. A provision for a National University 
Transportation Centers Program also has been 
added.  A separate wildlife study is called for to ad-
dress Deer Vehicle collisions.      Complete details 
are available on the Transportation Committees 
web site: http://www.house.gov/transportation/.
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Upcoming Transportation Asset Management  
and University Transportation Center Program Events

March 2005

AASHTO Washington Briefing, Arlington, Virginia

Transportation Research Forum Annual Meeting, Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia

ITS Minnesota Annual Meeting and Information Exchange, Minne-
apolis, Minnesota

ASCE Wisconsin Spring Technical Meeting, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Wisconsin Transportation Builders Association Annual Conference, 
Henderson, Nevada 

Lifesavers 2005: National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities, 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

APA National Planning Conference, 
San Francisco, California 

Event titles are links to 
Web sites (where available)

Visit www.mrutc.org/about/calendar.html for the latest updates.

www.mrutc.org/about/calendar.htm
http://www.transportation1.org/meetings/
http://www.trforum.org/forum/2005/
http://www.itsmn.org/
http://sections.asce.org/wisconsin/wi_asce.html
http://irmweb.irm-systems.com/irmweb/wc.dll/wimadasn?id=wimadasn&doc=events/event&kn=48
http://www.lifesaversconference.org/workshop.htm
http://www.planning.org/2005conference/
www.house.gov/transportation/
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Visit www.mrutc.org/about/calendar.htm for the latest updates.
Event titles are links to 

Web sites (where available)

March 2005 (continued)

International Transportation Management Conference, 
Houston, Texas

AASHTO Standing Committee on Highway Traffic 
Safety Meeting, Reno, Nevada

Smartways Wisconsin Annual Meeting, Madison, Wis-
consin

April 2005

American Society for Public Administration 66th 
National Conference, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
 

18th GIS-T Symposium, Lincoln, Nebraska

17th Biennial Symposium on Visibility and Traffic 
Control Devices, Washington, District of Columbia

April 2005 (continued)

Construction Research Congress 2005, San Diego, California

The Maintenance, Rehabilitation and Upgrading of Railroad 
Track, Madison, Wisconsin

National Association of County Engineers 2005, Bismarck, 
North Dakota

AASHTO Standing Committee on the Environment, Chicago, 
Illinois

2005 Transportation Planning Applications Conference, Port-
land, Oregon

16th Annual CTS Transportation Research Conference, St. 
Paul, Minnesota

www.mrutc.org/about/calendar.htm
http://www.itm-events.com/
http://www.transportation1.org/meetings
http://www.smartways.org/
http://www.aspanet.org/
http://www.gis-t.org/
http://trb.org/calendar/event.asp?id=200
http://www.constructioninst.org/conferences/crc05/index.cfm
http://epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/webG157
http://www.naco.org/
http://www.transportation1.org/meetings
http://www.trb-portland-05.com/index.html
http://www.cts.umn.edu/events/rescon/index.html



