
respect to other agency or national 

priorities. You need to consider 

each part of the problem statement 

carefully and craft it to highlight the 

most important ideas and needs.  

 

Consider the title of your problem 

statement. It should briefly and 

immediately convey to the reader 

what the proposed study is about. It 

does not have to capture every 

element, nuance, and expected task 

of the research problem. It is like 

(Continued on page 4) 

Most readers of this newsletter 

are familiar with the various pro-

grams that sponsor transporta-

tion research programs in the 

United States. The Transporta-

tion Research Board, FHWA, and 

others sponsor research at the 

national level. Individual state 

Departments of Transportation 

have access to State Planning and 

Research funds to address their 

research needs, and can leverage 

their funds with other states 

through the FHWA Pooled Fund 

program. The Conduct of Re-

search Committee, working with 

the AASHTO Standing Commit-

tee on Research’s Coordination 

and Collaboration task force, has 

developed a guide to help sort 

out the various programs, giving 

detailed information on each 

program’s scope, funding levels, 

submission process, and sched-

ule. A link to this document is 

provided at the end of the article.  

 

Understanding the details of each 

program is essential, but only the 

first step towards getting your re-

search ideas funded. These pro-

grams are very competitive, and 

each year receive many more prob-

lem statements than they can afford 

to fund. If you want your ideas to 

rise to the top, you need to write a 

clear, compelling problem state-

ment that will persuade the funding 

bodies that your idea has merit and 

deserves attention.  

 

Writing an effective research prob-

lem statement is not as 

simple as it seems, even 

to transportation practi-

tioners who face serious 

problems and challenges 

on a daily basis. The 

research needed might 

be obvious to you but 

difficult to describe to 

non-specialists. You may 

not have thought about 

how to quantify it or 

how to justify the 

needed research with 

The surface transportation program 

faces many future challenges as 

demands for safety and efficiency 

grow faster than the available re-

sources. The U.S. population is 

expected to increase by 45 million 

in the next 20 years; vehicle-miles 

traveled is growing twice as fast as 

the population; and concerns over 

land use and the environment are 

driving new approaches to address 

infrastructure needs. In addition, 

the volume of freight moved on the 

U.S. transportation system has 

grown dramatically over the past 

two decades and is projected to 

nearly double by 2020.   

 

The FHWA’s research and technol-

ogy program directly supports the 

goals of USDOT Secretary LaHood 

to improve the condition of existing 

transportation facilities and systems, 

improve the quality of living and 

working environments through 

livable communities, improve en-

ergy efficiency and reduce green-

house gas emissions, and improve 

the safety of U.S. transportation 

facilities. 

 

In 2001, TRB Special Report 261- 

The Federal Role in Highway Re-

search and Technology examined 

the federal role in the nation's over-

all highway research and technology 

(R&T) effort. The report, available 

online at http://onlinepubs.trb.org/

Onlinepubs/sr/sr261.pdf, identified a 

significant opportunity for FHWA 

to promote and conduct fundamen-

tal, long-term research.  

 

The agenda setting and business 

operating model of the Exploratory 

Advanced Research (EAR) program  

(Continued on page 3) 

Writing Effective Research Problem Statements  
By Christopher Hedges 
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“Communicating the Value of Transportation 

Research Guidebook” Now Available! 
TRB has just released Communication Matters, the Communicating the Value of Transportation Research Guide-

book – NCHRP Report 610, developed through Project 20-78 by Johanna Zmud, Nustats LLC, and co-

investigators.  

 

This Guidebook is available at http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_610.pdf, and an eight-

page overview is at http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_610overview.pdf. The contrac-

tor’s final report has been published as NCHRP Web-Only Document 131 at http://onlinepubs.trb.org/

onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_w131.pdf. 

 

The Conduct of Research Committee is pleased to see not only the publication of this important 

Guidebook but also its promotion through a range of presentations and workshops. The AASHTO 

Research Advisory Committee (RAC) and key TRB committees, including CoR and Public Involvement 

in Transportation (ADA60), were briefed on the content in the summer of 2008 and during the 2009 

Annual Meeting. 

 

RAC members will receive additional information on the Guidebook at the July 2009 Midyear Meeting, 

and investigators will also make a presentation this summer at the Council of University Transportation 

Centers (CUTC) annual meeting. 

 

A workshop on the principles set forth in the Guidebook will be piloted at the National Transportation 

Public Affairs Workshop (NTPAW) in October and at selected state DOTs as a prelude to a CoR-

sponsored workshop at the 2010 TRB Annual Meeting. 

T H E  C O N D U I T  O F  R E S E A R C H  

Transportation Research Synthesis Reports: A Gold Mine of 

Information for the Researcher and Practitioner By Marci Kenney 
Well begun is half done, and sometimes it is already 

done, which is why literature searches and research 

synthesis reports are extremely important tools for 

both the researcher and practitioner.  Before be-

ginning a research project, it is important to do a 

literature search to see what has already been done 

and avoid duplication of effort. A transportation 

librarian can help you do a thorough search of li-

brary catalogs, or you can do a quick search of your 

own, using key words or phrases to search the 

Transportation Research Information Services 

(TRIS) database – the world’s largest and most 

comprehensive bibliographic resource on transpor-

tation research (http://ntlsearch.bts.gov/tris/).  State 

Planning and Research (SPR) regulations require 

State DOT research managers to search TRIS and 

the related Research in Progress (RIP) database 

(http://rip.trb.org/) before beginning new research 

projects.  Among the reasons to do a literature 

search are to determine: 

 

 What is known about the subject?  

 Are there any gaps in the knowledge of the 

subject?  

 Have areas of further study been identified by 

other researchers that you may want to con-

sider?  

 Who are the significant research personali-

ties in this area?  

 Is there consensus about the topic?  

 What aspects have generated significant de-

bate on the topic?  

 What methods or problems were identified 

by others studying in the field and how might 

they impact your research?  

 What is the most productive methodology 

for your research based on the literature you 

have reviewed?  

 What is the current status of research in this 

area?  

 What sources of information or data were 

identified that might be useful to you? 

 

A step beyond a basic literature search are re-

search synthesis reports, also known as transpor-

tation synthesis reports, transportation research 

syntheses, research synthesis bibliographies and 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

“The research 

synthesis report not 

only identifies 

previously published 

documents, but 

draws out key 

findings and 

summarizes them for 

the reader. “ 

http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_610.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_610overview.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_w131.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_w131.pdf
http://ntlsearch.bts.gov/tris/
http://rip.trb.org/
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(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/advancedresearch/

research.cfm) demonstrates the implementa-

tion of five program improvement areas 

identified in Special Report 261.   

 

Focus on fundamental, long-term re-

search aimed at achieving break-

throughs in understanding transporta-

tion-related phenomena. The Safe, Ac-

countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 

Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-

LU) established an exploratory advanced 

research (EAR) Program that addresses 

longer-term and higher-risk breakthrough 

research with the potential for dramatic long

-term improvements to plan, build, renew 

and operate safe, congestion-free, and envi-

ronmentally sound transportation systems. 

 

Undertake research to address 

"significant highway gaps" and emerg-

ing issues with national implications.  

Between July and October 2005, the FHWA 

held a series of think tank forums bringing 

together a cross-section of stakeholders and 

partners to make recommendations for a 

corporate, strategic FHWA advanced re-

search agenda.  

 

Be more responsive to major stake-

holders and balance stakeholder prob-

lem identification with expert external 

technical review.  FHWA works with 

partners to develop and modify focus areas 

where breakthroughs are most needed, or 

where there is high potential for long-term, 

higher-risk research to lead to dramatic 

improvements. Current areas of interest 

include:  

 Development of innovative 

nanoscale materials,  modeling 

and sensor technologies to 

improve infrastructure health, 

resilience and traveler safety,  

 New technology and advanced 

policies for energy and resource 

conservation, and  

 Mega-regional and national scale 

modeling systems to improve 

and allow for economic growth 

of freight and passengers. 

 

Include external stakeholders 

and technical experts on merit 

review and evaluation panels. 

FHWA convenes peer review panels 

to evaluate solicitations comprised of 

Federal, State, academic, and interna-

tional scientific and engineering ex-

perts. In addition, a multidisciplinary 

management group within FHWA 

assesses the mission focus. 

 

Promote innovation by survey-

ing worldwide research and practices 

to identify promising technologies. 

FHWA staff is encouraged to explore na-

tional and/or international industries, re-

search organizations and events beyond 

those typically associated with transporta-

tion. Funding is provided to conduct investi-

gative research activities such as scanning 

and convening of scientific and technology-

based resources with the potential to be 

translated or developed into breakthrough 

highway applications. A full-time research 

librarian supports the scanning activity. Re-

view FHWA Research library publications at 

http://www.tfhrc.gov/library/library.htm. 

 

FHWA continues to develop a robust 

“federal role in highway research and tech-

nology” that includes agenda setting, funding 

of breakthrough research, inclusion of exter-

nal stakeholders and technical experts, and 

promotion of innovation wherever it is 

found – all designed to yield “next genera-

tion transportation solutions.” 

 

Deb is the Acting Director of the Turner-

Fairbank Highway Research Center Office of 

Corporate Research, Technology, and Innovation 

Management. She can be reached at: 

debra.elston@dot.gov 

UTC Tapped to Fill RITA Deputy Administrator Position 

Dr. Robert L. Bertini has been appointed to the post of Deputy Administrator for the 

Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA). Dr. Bertini was the found-

ing Director of the Oregon Transportation Research and Education Consortium, led 

the Intelligent Transportation Systems Laboratory, and was a Professor of Civil & Envi-

ronmental Engineering and Urban Studies & Planning at Portland State University.   

 

In an announcement made to RITA, Administrator Appel commented, “Rob Bertini 

stood out as a leader who brings a strong combination of broad expertise in and pas-

sion for transportation, deep background in scientific and engineering research, and a 

proven track record of managing and growing research-oriented organizations.” Dr. 

Bertini’s extensive experience in transportation research will undoubtedly be a tremen-

dous boost to RITA.  Congratulations, and best of luck in your new role! 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/advancedresearch/research.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/advancedresearch/research.cfm
http://www.tfhrc.gov/library/library.htm
mailto:debra.elston@dot.gov
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“If at first you don’t 

succeed, don’t give 

up. If your research 

problem statement is 

not selected, find out 

why. “ 

Writing Effective Research Problem Statements continued from page 1 
the title of a book – it should attract 

your attention, quickly convey the 

subject, draw you in, and make you 

want to read what’s inside. It should 

be as short and simple as possible to 

convey the key product of the 

needed research.  

 

Remember, you need to convince 

the reviewer that this problem 

statement addresses a serious issue 

and merits funding. A background 

section should set the context and 

relate this particular issue to larger 

national or regional goals and objec-

tives. For example, if you have an 

idea for some new technology that 

could reduce the severity of vehicle 

crashes, begin with statements about 

the overall importance of road 

safety. Talk about the economic and 

societal costs of crashes. Talk about 

national goals to improve road 

safety. Then describe how the par-

ticular subject of this problem state-

ment relates to those national or 

agency needs. Do your homework. 

As best you can, estimate how much 

time, money, or lives are lost as a 

result of this specific problem you 

want to address. Think about it: if 

you can’t do that, why should your 

project be funded?  

 

Don’t be parochial. Demonstrating 

that something is a serious problem 

in your state doesn’t make it a na-

tional issue. If you know that this 

problem is affecting other regions or 

states, name them in your problem 

statement. The more people af-

fected, the greater the payoff if the 

problem is solved. Involve others 

and garner support. If you can get 

other agencies or committees to 

endorse your problem statement, 

you’re doing a better job of demon-

strating that the effort warrants 

funding.  

 

If at first you don’t succeed, don’t 

give up. If your research problem 

statement is not selected, find out 

why. If possible, get the reviewers’ 

comments. Did the reviewers under-

stand the problem statement? If not, 

what could you have done to make it 

clearer? Was it considered a good 

statement but not a top priority or 

have a high potential payoff? If so, did 

you do a sufficient job estimating and 

describing the potential benefits?  

 

You can find more information about 

writing effective problem statements 

in the online document Funding 

Sources for Transportation Research: 

Competitive Programs on the TRB 

website at www.TRB.org/

researchfunding.  

 

Chris is a Senior Program Officer with 

the National Cooperative Highway 

Research Program 

way Research Program (SHRP 

2) is soliciting nominations for 

members of Expert Task 

Groups (ETGs) that will de-

velop requests for proposals 

for individual research projects 

as part of SHRP 2 Capacity and 

Reliability focus areas activities 

in 2010. Nominations are 

needed by December 17, 

2009.  Additional information 

on the research projects; the 

ETG member nomination 

process; and the roles, respon-

sibilities, and restrictions asso-

ciated with ETG membership 

is available online.   

 

 SHRP 2 Product Chart. 

SHRP 2 has released a chart 

that lists the anticipated prod-

ucts and other details for each 

project in the SHRP 2 research 

plan.  Less than halfway into 

the expected 7-year lifespan of 

SHRP 2, nearly 80 percent of 

the research is under way and 

early products are emerging. 

The following are newsworthy high-

lights that may be of interest to the 

broader transportation research 

community:  

  

 Implementing the Results 

of the Second Strategic 

Highway Research Pro-

gram: Saving Lives, Reduc-

ing Congestion, Improving 

Quality of Life. TRB Special 

Report 296, Implementing the 

Results of the Second Strategic 

Highway Research Program 

(SHRP 2): Saving Lives, Reduc-

ing Congestion, Improving 

Quality of Life explores prom-

ising results expected from the 

SHRP 2 research and provides 

recommendations on how 

they could be most effectively 

implemented.    

 

 TRB Seeking Expert Task 

Group Nominations for 

2010 SHRP 2 Projects . 

Nominations Due December 

17, 2009. The Strategic High-

Download the chart at: http://

onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/

shrp2/ProductsChart.pdf 

 

 TRISworld Database. TRB 

has developed a new TRIS-

world database as an exclusive 

benefit to employees of TRB 

sponsor organizations.  This 

new site allows users to search 

both the TRIS database and 

the English language records of 

the International Transport 

Research Documentation 

(ITRD) Database.  TRISworld 

provides access to more than 

720,000 records of published 

transportation re-

search. Access to TRISworld is 

controlled by IP authoriza-

tion.  Employees of sponsoring 

organizations of TRB can log 

into TRISworld at http://

trisworld.trb.org. 

 

T H E  C O N D U I T  O F  R E S E A R C H  

TRB & Other Related News 

http://www.trb.org/researchfunding
http://www.trb.org/researchfunding
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=9909
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/shrp2/ProductsChart.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/shrp2/ProductsChart.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/shrp2/ProductsChart.pdf
http://trisworld.trb.org
http://trisworld.trb.org
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Special Thanks to Contributors 
In January 2009, TRB produced the Funding 

Sources for Transportation Research: Competitive 

Programs – a resource designed to help the 

transportation community access research 

programs more efficiently.  Transportation 

professionals from across the country 

worked together to create this product with 

leadership provided by Conduct of Research 

Committee members Susan Sillick and Leni 

Oman and TRB staff member Kim Fisher. 

 

This effort was a collaboration of epic pro-

portions.  Nearly 40 people contributed to 

this resource by volunteering their time to 

write, edit, provide content, compile and 

produce the document.  “This is a significant 

demonstration of the importance of volun-

teers to the success of the TRB mission,” says 

Robert Johns, chair of TRB Technical Activi-

ties Council.  “Thank you to all who contrib-

uted to producing this resource that will cer-

tainly prove valuable to TRB committees in 

their efforts to support research.” 

 

The list of contributors to Funding Sources for 

Transportation Research: Competitive Programs 

includes: 

 

Susan Sillick, Montana DOT, Team Leader 

Leni Oman, Washington State DOT, Team 

Leader 

Kim Fisher, TRB, Team Leader 

Steve Albert, Western Transportation Insti-

tute 

Stephen Andrle, TRB 

John Augustine, RITA 

Jason Bittner, University of Wisconsin 

Michael Bonini, Pennsylvania DOT 

Nelda Bravo, FHWA 

Nancy Chinlund, CALTRANS 

Darryll Dockstader, Florida DOT 

Debra Elston, FHWA 

Monique Evans, Ohio DOT 

Larry Goldstein, TRB 

Chris Hedges, TRB 

Erica Interrante, FHWA 

Marci Kenney, FHWA 

Mary Kissi, TRB 

Tim Klein, RITA 

Ray Krammes, FHWA 

David Kuehn, FHWA 

Aramis Lopez, FHWA 

Wes Lum, CALTRANS 

Tom Marchessault, RITA 

Laurie McGinnis, University of Minnesota, 

Center for Transportation Studies 

Freda Morgan, TRB 

John Munro, FHWA 

Melissa Paciulli, University of Massachusetts 

Katherine Petros, FHWA 

Aaron Poor, Washington State University 

Barbara Post TRB 

Linda Preisen, UofM, CTS 

Cheryl Richter, FHWA 

Suzanne Schneider, TRB 

Nanda Srinivasan, TRB 

Felicia Young, FHWA 

Deborah Walker, FHWA 

Jon Williams, TRB 

numerous aspects of writing research statements and 

building a consensus for the research among funding 

organizations. 

 

You can view a summary of this webinar at::  http://

onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/webinars/

summary/090713.pdf 

Email Reggie Gillum 

at RGillum@nas.edu 

to receive a link to 

the recording of this 

session.  There is no 

fee for employees of 

TRB sponsors to 

receive the re-

cording., others must 

pay $20.  

 

The Conduct of Research Committee sponsored its 

first TRB webinar on Monday, July 13. The subject was 

an important one for those engaged in transportation 

research: How to Write an Effective Research State-

ment. Attendance was excellent, with 181 sites signed 

in (a TRB record) and an estimated 443 people partici-

pating. TRB’s Lisa Marflak did a great job coordinating 

the webinar to make it a successful event. 

 

TRB Senior Program Officer Chris Hedges led off with 

a condensed version of his white paper on writing re-

search statements. He and webinar moderator Pat Ca-

sey pointed out that Chris’s full paper is available on the 

TRB web page on Funding Sources for Transportation 

Research: Competitive Programs, another valuable 

resource developed by the Conduct of Research Com-

mittee. 

 

Three additional presenters described their experiences 

in writing research statements that were funded by 

NCHRP: Randy Wade, HNTB (retired from Wisconsin 

DOT); William (Randy) Cox, American Segmental 

Bridge Institute (retired from Texas DOT); and Gail 

D’Avino, Georgia DOT. During the Q&A session that 

followed the presentations participants inquired about 

CoR Webinar on Writing Research Statements 

http://onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/webinars/summary/090713.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/webinars/summary/090713.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/webinars/summary/090713.pdf
mailto::RGillum@nas.edu
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structure Preservation and Renewal Con-

ference. Washington, D.C. 

 January 10-14, 2010. 89th Annual TRB 

Meeting. Washington, DC 

 June 21-24, 2010.  North American 

Travel Monitoring Exposition and Confer-

ence (NATMEC). Seattle, WA 

 September 18, 2009. TRB Conduct of 

Research Meeting. Online. 

 October 27, 2009. Fourth International 

Conference on Women's Issues in Trans-

portation, Irvine, CA 

 November 12, 2009. Developing a Re-

search Agenda for Transportation Infra-

Upcoming Events 

preliminary investigations. A basic litera-

ture search will generate a bibliography. 

The research synthesis report not only 

identifies previously published docu-

ments, but draws out key findings and 

summarizes them for the reader.  The 

reports also include abstracts of previ-

ous work, and links to the documents 

themselves. Most synthesis reports also 

include contact information (names, 

phone numbers and e-mail addresses) 

for the people whose work is refer-

enced, enabling the reader to follow up 

with them directly. 

 

Several states publish research synthesis 

reports, and they are available on their 

websites, or through TRIS. Some states 

also compile and publish syntheses of 

State DOT practices. These reports are 

well worth reading. 

 

For the researcher, synthesis reports 

can give them a better understanding of 

what has already been done, helping 

them to refine their research topic to 

build on past work and address areas 

where further study is warranted. Dis-

cussions with other researchers can 

also help them refine their methodology 

and approach. 

 

For the research manager, synthesis 

reports can help them define a research 

agenda, by giving them an overview of 

recent research, and identifying areas of 

consensus and debate. 

 

Senior executives may also be inter-

ested in “just-in-time” summaries of the 

state of the practice and literature on 

Transportation Research Synthesis Reports: A Gold Mine of Information  

continued from page 2 

“hot” topics, which synthesis reports 

provide. 

 

Finally, synthesis reports are invaluable 

to the practitioner who wants to keep 

up with the latest research in the field, 

but does not have time to conduct a 

literature search or to read dozens of 

articles. A quick review of a synthesis 

report will provide an overview of the 

latest developments, bringing the practi-

tioner up-to-date regarding the state of 

research in the field and highlighting any 

contrasting perspectives or viewpoints 

on the topic. Links and descriptions of 

articles are provided if the practitioner 

wants to read further.  Practitioners 

also appreciate surveys of latest prac-

tices, and contact information for other 

practitioners. 

 

You are invited to check out recent 

Transportation Synthesis Reports 

online from Wisconsin DOT 

(WisDOT) at http://on.dot.wi.gov/

wisdotresearch/comptsrs.htm. Topic 

areas include pavements, roadways, 

structures, geotechnics, environment, 

safety and mobility, modal, policy and 

business management. 

 

Minnesota DOT (MnDOT) also pub-

lishes Transportation Research Synthe-

ses that identify important past and 

current research efforts on a given 

topic. These reports, including recent 

reports on Planned and Unplanned 

Disruptions to Transportation Net-

works, Methods of Estimating the Eco-

nomic Impact of Transportation Im-

provements, Traffic Calming for High-

Speed Rural Roadways, and Transverse 

Rumble Strips, are available online at 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/

transportation-research-syntheses.html. 

California (CalTrans) has just begun to 

publish a series of Preliminary Investiga-

tions. You can link to them from the 

home page of the Division of Research 

and Innovation at http://

www.dot.ca.gov/hq/research/. Check 

out the recent Crash Reduction Factor 

Update at http://www.dot.ca.gov/

newtech/researchreports/

preliminary_investigations/

final_crf_update_pi_02-17-09.pdf. 

 

Washington State DOT (WSDOT) also 

has Transportation Synthesis Reports 

on their website http://

www.wsdot.wa.gov/Research/Synthesis/, 

covering a variety of topics including 

many related to finance, such as Financ-

ing Strategies for Transportation and 

Climate Change, Equity in Tolling and 

Pricing, Climate Change Initiatives of 

State Departments of Transportation, 

and Transportation Infrastructure In-

vestment and Job Creation.  

And finally, Virginia DOT (VDOT) peri-

odically publishes Research Synthesis 

Bibliographies, distillations of the most 

relevant transportation research on 

current topics of interest to VDOT 

researchers, engineers, and policy/

decision makers. 

 

Marci Kenney is retired from FHWA and is 

a Friend of the TRB Conduct of  

Research Committee. You can contact her 

at: bluejay7879@yahoo.com  

http://trb.org/Calendar/Public/Blurbs/Developing_a_Research_Agenda_for_Transportation_In_160546.aspx
http://trb.org/Calendar/Public/Blurbs/Developing_a_Research_Agenda_for_Transportation_In_160546.aspx
http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/default.asp
http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/default.asp
http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=10645
http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=10645
http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=10645
http://trb.org/Calendar/Public/Blurbs/Fourth_International_Conference_on_Womens_Issues_i_160145.aspx
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Barbara and I are going to be tapping 

every one of you to lead us down our 

path to success.  

 

We have all of the right markers in place 

to be successful.  The foundation is strong 

in our strategic plan and our current goal 

areas.  Barbara is working to ensure that 

the international presence on our com-

mittee is expanded and that the findings 

of the scan are implemented.  We are 

excited about the opportunity to lead this 

committee. 

 

Now is the time to expand on our new 

initiatives.  We’ll be hosting a workshop 

at the 2010 annual meeting on Web 2.0 

technologies and how to better use these 

tools to advance our transportation re-

search messages. We’re jointly working 

with LIST and other committees to pull 

this off.  I encourage you to visit our 

Ning, Facebook, and LinkedIn web-

sites.  Committee Member Nancy 

Chinlund has been invaluable in defining a 

Sharepoint site at transportationre-

search.org.  These tools are only helpful 

to our community if they are used.  We 

need to better understand how to reach 

broader audiences for our products. 

 

A related outcome is the push to better 

communicate the value of our research 

projects.  We’ll be working with the 

Committee on Technology Transfer to 

hold a session featuring case studies at 

the annual meeting.  Hard and fast exam-

ples of the return on research in the 

transportation field. 

 

Personally, I will also continue to 

strengthen our committee’s connections 

on the national scene.  With the help of 

members like Debra Elston and Kelly 

Leone, we are better connected to US-

DOT.  Members like Hau Hagedorn and 

Linda Preisen plug us into the university 

community and I will work to enhance 

our relationship with CUTC.  We will 

continue to develop relationships with 

others in the transportation community 

At a recent transportation research con-

ference, I heard a DOT administrator 

refer to a concept he labeled patient effi-

ciency.  He drew a connection between 

transportation research and implementa-

tion by describing what we do in the re-

search community as being patiently effi-

cient.  Research doesn’t always result in 

immediate gains and as we’ve all heard 

repeatedly sometimes the best research 

proves that the subject shouldn’t be ex-

plored further.  In some cases, no imple-

mentation is the preferred outcome.  

 

In the Conduct of Research Committee, 

we are practicing patient efficiency.  For 

the past six years we have been so ex-

pertly led by Laurie McGinnis, herself a 

model of patience and efficiency, that it 

can sometimes be hard to notice how 

much we’ve achieved and accomplished - 

-and more importantly, how much we’ve 

identified that we want to get done. 

 

After Laurie’s tenure, Barbara Harder and 

I will strive to take full advantage of all of 

our committee members energy and 

expertise.  Our current committee has 

significantly raised the profile of our ac-

tivities in the time that I have been in-

volved – the evidence of this is clear as 

the compliments for our research funding 

guide and webinar have been so fre-

quent.  Kudos to all of you who have 

been involved with that.  Relatively new 

member Pat Casey has been a tireless 

champion advancing our cause.  Chris 

Hedges has been an ideal spokesperson 

for the effective writing of problem state-

ments.  So many of us have been key 

players in the better communication and 

coordination of research and implementa-

tion of results from the International 

Scanning Tour on Research Program 

Administration.  All of these efforts can 

only lead to one thing that we will be very 

mindful of in the coming years – burn-

out.  Our level of effort is so high right 

now, that I do have concerns about being 

able to sustain it.  I hope that you all 

prove me wrong and rest assured that  

like AAA and ARTBA.  I also want to 

expand our committee’s resource role 

for other TRB committees – something 

that I know we can make real progress 

on. 

 

At July’s AASHTO RAC annual meeting, 

it was clear that what we do is important 

and is a vital piece of helping American 

through its economic recovery.  Trans-

portation research is essential to the 

industry and we are well positioned to 

make this committee a resource for the 

entire profession.  As we progress to-

wards an authorization of the transporta-

tion programs I hope that our efforts 

here will help set the direction our na-

tion’s transportation system goes. 

 

Barbara and I would love to hear from 

you all – please contact us with any ideas 

or initiatives you’d like us to pursue.  I 

know that I don’t have to tell this com-

mittee this, but DON’T BE SHY.  We 

look forward to our term as co-chairs. 

 

Jason 
 

Jason Bittner is the Acting Director & Associ-

ate Researcher of the National Center for 

Freight and Infrastructure Research and 

Education. You can contact him at: jjbit-

ner@wisc.edu 

From the Chair 
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Monique R. Evans 

Administrator 

Ohio Department of Transportation 

 

Jennifer M. V. Fitch 

Civil Engineer 

Vermont Agency of Transportation 

 

Gary A. Frederick 

Director, Transportation Research and Devel-

opment 

New York State Department of Transporta-

tion 

 

Hau T. Hagedorn 

Research Program Manager 

Oregon Transportation Research and Educa-

tion Consortium 

 

Kathryn Harrington-Hughes 

Harrington-Hughes & Associates, Inc. 

 

J. R. Peter Kissinger 

President and CEO 

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety 

 

Kelly Leone 

Deputy Associate Administrator 

Research and Innovative Technology Admini-

stration (RITA) 

 

Josef Mikulik 

Senior Advisor 

Transport Research Centre (CDV), Czech 

Republic 

 

Ellen M. Oman 

Director, Office of Research and Library Ser-

vices 

Washington State Department of Transporta-

tion 

 

Co-Chair: Barbara Thomas Harder 

Principal 

B. T. Harder, Inc. 

 

Co-Chair: Jason J. Bittner 

Acting Director, National Center for Freight 

and Infrastructure Research and Education 

University of Wisconsin, Madison 

 

TRB Staff Representative, Mark R. Norman 

Director, Technical Activities 

Transportation Research Board 

 

M E M B E R S  

Alberto Albahari 

Researcher 

Universidad de Malaga 

 

Michael R. Bonini 

Research Program Manager 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

 

Patrick C. Casey 

CEO 

CTC and Associates LLC 

 

Nancy L. Chinlund 

Chief, Office of Planning, Policy and Innovation 

 

Rick Collins 

Director, Research and Technology Implemen-

tation Office 

Texas Department of Transportation 

 

Debra S. Elston 

Director of the Office of Corporate Research, 

Technology, and Innovation Management 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Paciulli 

Program Manager 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

 

Steve Phillips 

Secretary General 

FEHRL 

 

Linda S. Preisen 

Director of Research Administration 

University of Minnesota 

 

Edward J. Seymour 

Associate Agency Director 

Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) 

 

Susan C. Sillick 

Research Programs Manager 

Montana Department of Transportation  

 

E M E R I T U S  M E M B E R S  

Denis E. Donnelly 

Research Engineer 

Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association  

 

 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are 

those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Transportation Re-

search Board or the National Academies of 

Science.  If you have content suggestions or 

would like to contribute to future newsletters, 

please contact Hau Hagedorn at hage-

dorn@pdx.edu. 

About COR 
The Conduct of Research Committee ABG10 serves to increase the quality and effectiveness of transportation 

research by supporting and facilitating improved research planning and management processes. It promotes 

improved coordination between those who sponsor and conduct research and those who implement research 

products. It assists the Transportation Research Board in its role of stimulating research and serving as a na-

tional clearinghouse for research activities. For more information, visit us at:  http://www.mrutc.org/COR 
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